
An international challenge for an experienced 
product safety specialist with a real 
understanding of consumer markets

AkzoNobel’s paints make the world a more colorful, enjoyable and sustainable place to live. Key to the ongoing success of 
our Decorative Paints Business Area is our ability to ensure that a single safety standard is applied globally whilst maintaining 
compliance and competitiveness in local markets. 

Your mission in this role is to help us achieve this by carrying out professional/consumer human health 
and environmental risk assessments of substances to meet internal Product Stewardship requirements 
and/or for external/regulatory purposes e.g REACH DU assessments or BPR.

This requires a broad knowledge with regard to toxicology and ecotoxicology and experience with human health and environmental 
exposure modelling software e.g. ECETOC TRA, ConsExpo and EUSES. It also demands the ability to summarize and communicate 
toxicology/ecotoxicology information in a widely understandable form to colleagues worldwide.

Do you have a real understanding of the consumer goods market and a good working knowledge of GHS legislation in various 
global markets as well as EU REACH and BPD/BPR legislation with a focus on professional/consumer downstream use?  
Above all, do you have the proactive and results focused approach that will enable you to thrive within our dynamic and multicultural 
working environment?

It’s a challenging task for a true safety specialist. If you recognize yourself in this profile, we invite you to apply for the position of 

Product Safety Leader
AkzoNobel is a leading global paints and coatings company and a major producer of specialty chemicals. Calling on centuries 
of expertise, we supply industries and consumers worldwide with innovative products and sustainable technologies designed 
to meet the growing demands of our fast-changing planet.

Decorative Paints adds color to people’s lives with a full range of interior and exterior decoration and protection products for the 
trade and consumer markets. As authorities on color we aim to provide all our customers – from professional decorators to DIY 
enthusiasts – with a great color experience and a fantastic finish. Our extensive product range is marketed under international 
and local brand names including Dulux®, Sikkens®, Levis®, Flexa® and Hammerite®, and our end-users are broadly segmented 
into homeowners, professional decorators, and commercial contractors.

The role and its responsibilities
Working within our RD&I function at Sassenheim, the Netherlands, you  will be a pivotal  member of our team which has global 
responsibility for providing global product safety standards and regulatory compliance through the use of standardized risk 
assessment tools, processes and procedures for the Decorative Paints business. 

This involves carrying out professional/consumer human health and environmental risk assessments of substances, and 
advising on the impact of findings. In addition you participate in Innovation project teams where significant Product Safety input 
is required. On an ongoing basis you monitor, analyze and communicate the broader scientific developments in toxicology/
ecotoxicology that could impact the Deco business e.g. endocrine disruption, nanotechnology. You also provide toxicological/
ecotoxicological input for topics such as Indoor Air Quality and Ecolabel, and you support the internal management of raw 
materials. You advise on hazard classification and labelling issues and represent the business in internal and external working 
groups, actively leading in technical discussions affecting the Deco business. At all times, you consult and share relevant 
knowledge and information with other internal entities, and take the lead in developing exposure scenarios for Decorative 
paint use.  You are also responsible for ensuring all documents are accurately filed and retrievable centrally. As such, this is 
a highly responsible role for an experienced specialist with a background in a consumer products R&D environment. Good 
communications, influencing and interpersonal skills are essential as you represent AkzoNobel in a variety of external groups 
and forums.



Candidate profile
To apply for this position you must be able to demonstrate the following attributes:
• Graduate in a scientific discipline and a higher degree or equivalent in toxicology or a related discipline;
• At least five years of experience delivering product safety advice and toxicological/ecotoxicological risk assessments,  
 preferably in a consumer market environment;
• Ability to derive NOAEL/DNEL/PNECs from toxicological data if required in line with REACH legislation and guidance;
• Experience with human health and environmental exposure modelling software e.g. ECETOC TRA, ConsExpo, EUSES in  
 addition to Microsoft Office packages;
•  Good working knowledge of GHS legislation in various global markets as well as EU REACH and BPD/BPR legislation with 

a focus on professional/consumer downstream use;
• Accurate and efficient with project management/team leading skills;
• Fluent written and verbal English .

Application details
For further information, please contact Center of Excellence, Talent Resourcing, phone +31 (0)88 010 6789 #2. 
We welcome your online application via our website www.akzonobel.nl/careers, reference 150005VB.
Please note that an assessment will form part of the selection procedure.

Agency or sales calls are not appreciated.

AkzoNobel is a leading global paints and coatings company and a major producer of specialty chemicals, with leading market positions and brands 
in countries around the world. We operate in a number of important market segments ranging from buildings and infrastructure to transport, industrial 
and consumer goods. We’re also the sector leader in sustainability and are number one in the renowned Dow Jones Sustainability Index. In practical 
terms, that means our sustainable solutions are in your lives, and those of your friends and family, every day. We’re the people that make it possible 
for you to do what you need to do.


