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The European Regulatory Toxicology Conference, with specific focus on 
the regulatory acceptance of alternatives to animal testing, is coming to St 
Anne’s College, Oxford on 24 May.

With a move in the European regulatory environment to animal testing being the action of 
last resort, this is a relevant and informative event in an area of interest for those involved 
with the regulation of chemicals, biocides or agrochemicals.

Topics include an overview of alternative test methods, skin and eye irritation, skin 
sensitisation, carcinogenicity and mutagenicity, in silico methods and future initiatives to 
replace animals in regulatory testing.

There will be plenty of opportunity to network with colleagues from industry like 
Syngenta and Monsanto Europe as well as expert speakers. This conference appeals 
to all stakeholders in the regulatory community from active substance manufacturers, 
formulating and retailing companies, regulatory authorities and service providers such as 
law firms, consultants and laboratory service providers.
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Conference Programme 
08.00 – 09.00 Registration

09.00 – 09.10 Welcome and introduction

09.10 – 09.50
Keynote Presentation
An overview of animal test alternatives (history and current status)
Dr. Fiona Sewell (NC3Rs)

09.50 – 10.20 3Rs in Regulatory Toxicology Testing of Agrochemicals
Dr. Manoj Aggarwal (Dow AgroSciences Ltd)

10.20 – 10.30 Q&A session

Morning Break 10.30 – 11.00

11.00 – 11.30 Skin sensitisation
Dr. Naveed Honarvar (BASF)

11.30 – 12.00 Genetic Toxicology: in vitro methods and testing strategies
Carol Beevers (Covance)

12.00 – 12.10 Q&A session

Lunch 12.10 – 13.10

13.10 – 13.40 The regulatory impact of novel approaches to the assessment of carcinogenicity
Professor Gareth Jenkins (University of Swansea)

13.40 – 14.20
In silico methods
Professor Mark Cronin (Liverpool John Moores University) 

14.20 – 14.30 Q&A session

Afternoon Break 14.30 – 15.00

15.00 – 15.30 Making in vitro more than just a screening tool: Developing mechanistic understanding
Dr. Nick Plant (University of Surrey)

15.30 – 16.00
The future for replacing animals in regulatory tests
Katy Taylor (Cruelty Free International)

16.00 – 16.15 Final Q&A (all speakers)

Close of Conference 16.15
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Dr. Fiona Sewell 
Programme Manager, NC3Rs

Fiona Sewell is a Programme Manager in Toxicology and Regulatory Sciences as part of the Innovation and Translation 
Group at the UK National Centre for Replacement, Refinement and Reduction of animal use (NC3Rs), where she specialises in 
animal use in the pharmaceutical and chemical industries. Fiona joined the NC3Rs in 2012 following a Postdoctoral Research 
Associate position at Imperial College London in basic research, investigating the differentiation of human embryonic stem 
cells (hESCs) into neural lineages.  She has a PhD in translational research from the Cancer Research Clinical Centre at the 
University of Leeds, which explored the therapeutic potential of tyrosine kinase inhibition in urothelial carcinoma, as well as 
BSc honors degree in Medical Sciences.  

The NC3Rs works with scientists from over 40 pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies and regulatory bodies from 
the UK, elsewhere in Europe, the USA and now Asia, to deliver a comprehensive programme of work in diverse areas of 
pharmaceutical discovery and development. Fiona convenes expert working groups which take an evidence-based approach 
to explore and validate new opportunities to minimise and refine the use of a variety of species including non-human 
primates (NHPs), dogs and rodents. Recent publications include recommendations on the incorporation of recovery animals 
to support first-in-human clinical trials and an evidence-based approach to define upper body weight loss limits to refine 
short-term toxicity studies.

Professor Mark Cronin  
Professor of Predictive Toxicology at the School of Pharmacy and Chemistry, Liverpool John Moores University

Mark Cronin is Professor of Predictive Toxicology at the School of Pharmacy and Chemistry, Liverpool John Moores University 
(LJMU), Liverpool, England. He has over 25 years expertise in the application of in silico approaches to predict the toxicity 
and fate of chemicals; in addition to development of strategies (such as integrated testing strategies, IATA) to develop 
alternatives to whole animal testing for toxicity. Research in recent years has centred on the application of these alternatives 
for regulatory use (e.g. classification and labelling; prioritisation; data gap filling) and for product development and regulatory 
risk assessment. Current research includes the application of chemical grouping and read-across to assess human health 
and environmental endpoints, particular the linking of the Adverse Outcome Pathways (AOPs) to category formation. This 
research effort has resulted in four books and over 250 publications in all areas of the use of (Q)SARs, expert systems and 
read-across to predict toxicity. He has worked in numerous projects in this area including more than ten EU Framework 
Projects as well as assisting in the uptake of in silico methods for regulatory purposes. He co-ordinated the EU COSMOS 
Project as part of the SEURAT-1 Cluster. 
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Speaker Spotlight


