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On behalf of EUROTOX and the French 
Society of Toxicology, it is my privilege 
and honour to welcome you all to the 
47th Congress of the European Societies 
of Toxicology, in the city of Paris, France.
The organizing committee has made 
every effort to make this an exciting inno-
vative congress, with sound scientific 
presentations covering a wide range of 
topics representing the latest scientific 
and regulatory developments in the field 
of toxicology today.
This congress, dedicated to “Safety Evalu-
ation: a Translational Science”, is the ideal 
forum for research and industry toxicolo-
gists from all over the world to meet and 
exchange scientific and regulatory infor-
mation, and equally to share knowledge.
Throughout the congress, you will find all 
events, including symposia, workshops, 

posters and exhibition, held on the same 
level of the venue, making it easier for you 
to move freely between each of these 
events.
The congress comprises 4 continuing 
educational courses, 13 symposia, 15 
workshops, 4 keynote lectures and the 
SOT/EUROTOX debate to provide you with 
a truly full and stimulating programme. 
Nevertheless, we are confident you will 
also find time to visit exhibitors who will 
introduce you to products and services 
valuable to your work, and to meet with 
authors who bring more than 750 presen-
tations to this year’s congress. 
I express my special thanks to all of my 
colleagues and to the National Toxicol-
ogy Societies for their contribution, and 
especially the Scientific Programme Com-
mittee and the Local Organizing Commit-

tee, who together have made this event 
possible.
On behalf of the congress organisers, 
I wish you a warm welcome to Paris. 
August is an ideal time to visit our beauti-
ful city, and we hope that you will be able 
to combine work and pleasure during 
your stay.

Nancy Claude
President of EUROTOX

Chair of the Organizing Committee  
EUROTOX 2011

DeAr FrienDs AnD ColleAGues,

It is with great pleasure and honour that 
I write this first newsletter as President 
of EUROTOX. At present, EUROTOX com-
prises 31 European national Societies of 
Toxicology and represents about 5,000 
toxicologists in Europe, as well as all over 
the world through Individual Members.
First, I would like to thank the Executive 
Committee and the Sub-Committees of 
EUROTOX who are constantly working 

to accomplish the mission of the Soci-
ety, which is to advance human, environ-
mental and animal health, acting as the 
leading voice of toxicology in Europe. 
EUROTOX is a remarkable organisation 
with a history of valuable contributions 
and it is essential to focus also in the 
future on enhancing our support to the 
national societies. 
Each year, the annual meeting of EURO-
TOX is held in a different town of Europe 
and it attracts more and more toxicolo-
gists, as shown by the growing atten-
dance of the congresses. This is the proof 
that we can provide a strong scientific 
leadership across a number of issues and 
I am convinced that we will be able to do 
even more. EUROTOX continues to renew 
itself this year at the congress in Paris, 
with half of the participants attending 
this meeting for the first time, and hope-
fully not the last….
EUROTOX have several important initia-
tives underway. I would like to mention 
two of them:

• The renewal of our website, which will 
become more interactive and helpful 
for our members

• The establishment of guidelines for 
EUROTOX European Register of Toxi-
cologists (ERT) to warrant the same 
level of excellence in terms of educa-
tion, skills, experience, and professional 
standing. 

I look forward to the challenges ahead. 
Issues in safety assessment become 
increasingly complex and more than ever, 
it is important to create innovative health-
care solutions and I am confident that 
EUROTOX will prove competent in provid-
ing a networking platform to meet these 
important requirements.

I invite all of you to join us and participate 
actively in contributing to the promotion 
of EUROTOX.

Nancy Claude
President of EUROTOX

Bienvenue à PAris
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servinG the toxiColoGy
ProFession ACross euroPe

The European Society for the Study of Drug Toxicity was estab-
lished in 1962 in Zurich to provide a coherent voice in the 
field of drug toxicity. The first open scientific meeting, with 
the official foundation of ESSDT took place in 1963 in Paris.

By 1974, the global importance of toxicology was becoming more 
evident and ESSDT’s interests to extend into toxicology areas other 
than drug toxicology lead to the adoption of the name European 
Society of Toxicology (EST). This was accomplished at the scientific 
meeting in 1974 in Carlsbad.

In 1980, EST hosted the Second International Congress of Toxicol-
ogy (ICT) in Brussels. The International Union of Toxicology (IUTOX) 
was created at this meeting as a result of the successful cooperation 
between EST and The Society of Toxicology (SOT). Christian Hodel 
(Switzerland) served as the last President of EST from 1986 to 1989.

EUROTOX was launched to serve as the single, coherent voice to 
represent toxicology in Europe at the IUTOX Congress in Brighton in 
1989. Christian Hodel was elected EUROTOX President from 1989 to 
1990. The first EUROTOX annual congress was held in Leipzig in 1990.

In the late seventies and early eighties national toxicology societies 
grew rapidly, both in number and in membership. The need was 
felt for a representative organization for these societies. In 1983 EST 
together with an active group of individual toxicologist constituted 
a steering group to establish a society to represent the national soci-
eties.

By 1985, there was critical mass of 14 national societies of toxicol-
ogy to establish The Federation of European Societies of Toxicology 
(FEST) during the EST congress in Kuopio. Jim Bridges UK served as 
the first President 1985–1987, while Jean-Roger Claude France served 
as the last President 1987–1989.
Recognizing that the activities of EST and FEST were overlapping, efforts 
to merge into one organization built on membership of both National 
Societies and Individual Members lead to the creation of EUROTOX.

EUROTOX is the Federation of European Toxicologists & European 
Societies of Toxicology, which together comprises approximately 
5,000 members across Europe and counts more than 200 individual 
members from around the world.

1962

1974

ESSDT

EST

FEST

EUROTOX

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Jim Bridges
(UK)

Jean-Roger Claude 
(France)

Christian Hodel (Switzerland) 
1989 to 1990

Guy Dirheimer (France)
1990 to 1993

Eric Dybing (Norway)
1993 to 1996

Herman Bolt (Germany)
1996 to 1998

Ernie Harpur (UK)
1998 to 2000

Alan Boobis (UK)
2000 to 2002

Robert Kroes (The Netherlands)
2002 to 2004

Herman Autrup (Denmark)
2004 to 2006

Corrado L. Galli (Italy)
2006 to 2008

Jyrki Liesivuori (Finland)
2008 to 2010

Nancy Claude (France)
2010 to 2012
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The mission of EUROTOX is to advance human, environ-
mental and animal health by being the leading voice 
of toxicology in Europe, through numerous activities
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EUROTOX European Registered Toxicolo-
gists (ERT) Model/System was established 
in 1994. The System achieves its mission 
by promoting the harmonisation of edu-
cational differences, practical experiences 
and common visions and requirements 
for the accreditation of toxicologists in 
Europe. The important objectives of it 
include the harmonization of the registra-
tion, increase the number of national reg-
isters that are recognised by EUROTOX as 
setting and maintaining the stand-
ard expected for ERT, and achieve 
the official recognition/acceptance 
of ERTs in Europe and elsewhere by 
regulatory bodies and industry. The 
ERTs are toxicologists who excel 
by high standards of education, 
skills, experience, and professional 
standing. These toxicologists, 
upon application, are certificated 
as ERT. In principle, in a first step, 
the boards of the national registers 
in Europe evaluate applications of 
candidates according to a consen-
sual process and admit successful 
applicants to the national register. 
In the second step, the national 
register sends the names of these 
successful applicants to EUROTOX 
and EUROTOX certificates these 
individuals as ERT without further evalu-
ation. Obviously, the proper function of 
this system depends on a high degree 
of harmonization of standards among 
the national registers. Recently Registra-
tion Sub-Committee (RSC) and Education 
Sub-Committee (ESC), by also consulting 
member societies and some European 
Agencies, reorganised and modernised 
the guidelines for registration of European 
Registered Toxicologists- ERTs- to enhance 
the overall clearness, to cope with increas-
ing need for specialization in Toxicology 
and to meet the emerging needs of har-
monization of rules and requirements of 
tasks and functions of national and EURO-

TOX registering bodies. With this guide-
lines EUROTOX does not intend to dictate; 
it strives for harmonization, not identity. 
The goals are a) to harmonize criteria at 
a minimal, but satisfying level, in consen-
sus with national bodies b) to provide 
guidance and advice, and c) to serve as a 
central deposit for the national programs 
and procedural schemes The guidelines 
for registration of ERTs briefly consisted of 
A) Theoretical curriculum B) Practical cur-

riculum C) Implementation of registration 
D) Maintenance of Registration (Re-Regis-
tration) E) The National Registering Body, 
and F) Tasks to be undertaken by the lead 
body (EUROTOX)
EUROTOX does not directly register indi-
viduals. To be ‘ERT’ a toxicologist must 
be registered with an accepted National 
Registry. Currently in Europe the follow-
ing countries have active Registers within 
the ERT Consensus: Austria, Belgium, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey 
and United Kingdom. The total number 
of ERTs is around 1 500. Today about 20% 

of the total members of EUROTOX are 
ERTs. During the last years total number 
of annual new entries range between 80 
and 120, re-registrations range between 
40 and 60 and deletions range between 
10 and 20 for Eurotox Registration. 

the ProCess oF suBmission oF  
A nAtionAl reGister to eurotox
The proposal has to be submitted to 
the EUROTOX Registration/ERT SubCom-
mittee (chair) for the evaluation. After 
reviewing the proposal SubCommittee 
may require some changes before recom-
mending the National Register proposal 
to EUROTOX EC for approval.
The following necessary documents are 

sent to the member society who 
want to launch its national Regsiter 
and apply for EUROTOX ERT System: 
1. Guidelines for Registration of 
EUROPEAN Registered Toxicologists 
– ERTs. 2. A template for the appli-
cation and evaluation forms 3. An 
example for the National Register 
Rules for ERT.

oFFiCiAlly reCoGnition oF erts
During the last couple of years RSC 
is receiving numerous interest/appli-
cations from toxicologists work-
ing in industry and as consultants 
all around the world for ERTs. This 
is the indication of awareness of 
global toxicologists about ERT and 
its increasing prestige and credibility 

world wide. In addition, recently, ECHA in 
their job advertisement/opportunity con-
sidered ERT as one of the assets. These 
are big encouraging developments in the 
awareness of ERTs among the stakehold-
ers and signs of increasing job opportuni-
ties of ERTs. However, although these are 
good signs, this is not adequate and as 
EUROTOX we need to explore/broaden 
and make ERTs formally/officially recog-
nised by all stakeholders. 
The similar need was also reported at 
the EUROTOX Registration Strategy plan 
Meeting during IUTOX Congress in Barce-
lona, 2010. Moreover, the official recogni-
tion of ERTs have been questioned by our 

the Current Position oF  
eurotox reGistrAtion/ert system

by Mumtaz Iscan

ERT

SPECIALIZATION

TH
EO

R
ETIC

A
L

&
 P

R
A

C
TIC

A
L

TR
A

IN
IN

G

CO
N

TI
N

U
IN

G
ED

U
C

A
TI

O
N

BASIC
EDUCATIONAL
BACKGROUND



issue # 01  08 / 2011 EUROTOX  NEWSLETTER

PAGe 5

member societies over the years and thus 
some of them were reluctant to be part 
of our ERT System since it does not pro-
vide any benefit to the members of their 
societies. 
This was also encountered in the recent 
IUTOX Survey which was conducted for 
the purpose of global harmonisation of 
existing registration and certification of 
toxicologists schemes under the umbrella 
of IUTOX. 
Hence, based on the aferomentioned rea-
sons, RSC and ESC at their joint meeting 
decided to give a proposal to EUROTOX 
EC to establish a task force (composed 
of few members of RSC and ESC and 
reinforced with the individuals from EU 
authorities and industry) to work and 
lobby actively for official/formal recogni-
tion of ERTs by stakeholders such as regu-
latory bodies, organisations and others in 
Europe and thus strengthen its important 
mission which is being the voice of Toxi-
cology in EUROPE.

ProGress in new eurotox reGisters
Bulgarian Register of Toxicologists for ERT 
was submitted to EUROTOX Registration 
Sub-Committee for evaluation in March, 
2011. The Sub-Committee carefully eval-
uated the application, asked for some 
amendmends; approved the revised 
application; recommended EUROTOX EC 
its acceptance in May 2011. The decision 
of the EUROTOX EC is expected during 
EUROTOX 2011 Paris Congress at the end 
of August.
Maintenance of the EUROTOX European 
Register is carried out by EUROTOX secre-
tariat (currently by Ellaine Ferioli in Milan, 
Italy, eurotox.secretariat@unimi.it).

eurotox reGistrAtion/ert  
suB-Committee (2009-2012)

Chair 
 Mumtaz Iscan (Turkey) 

Members 
 Corrado Galli (Italy) 

 Heidi Foth (Germany) 
 Jyrki Liesivouri (Finland)

stAtistiCs
one week BeFore the ConGress

Regulatory toxicology Environmental and occupational toxicology 

Safety of food, Drugs, Cosmetics, Biocides, Pesticides… Risk assessment

Genotoxicity and carcinogenesis Clinical toxicology

Mechanisms of toxicity In vitro toxicology

Immunotoxicology Organ toxicities

Nanomaterials Omics

Biologicals

305

158
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105
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38 More than  65 years

51–65 years

36–50 years

25–35 years 
Less than 25 years

Before 
deadline

 After 
deadline

On site Total %

SOT/Eurotox member 228 82 – 310 21%

Non member 356 196 – 552 41%

Young investigator 74 9 – 83 6%

Student 182 19 – 201 15%

Press 2 0.1%

Guests 170 13%

Accompanying person 20 21 – 41 3%

TOTAL CONGRESS PARTICIPANTS 1359
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Before 
deadline

After 
deadline

On site Total

Characterizing and applying physiologically-based 
pharmacokinetic models in risk assessment

30 13 1 44

Risk assessment: a panacea for nearly everything 39 34 – 73

REACH: how to complete a safety report? 24 8 – 32

Safety Pharmacology 16 14 – 30

TOTAL 179

reGistrAtion By CAteGory

CeC Courses

inFormAtion ABout PArtiCiPAnts

topics of particular interest new participant?

Age range
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EUROTOX’s commitment to encourage 
young scientists across Europe lead to the 
allocation of a grant in the amount of EUR 
5,000 to sponsor a total of four European 
students to attend the Gordon Research 
Conference ‘Cellular and Molecular 
and Mechanisms of Toxicity. The confer-
ence featured cutting edge mechanistic 
toxicological research relevant to environ-
mental, pharmaceutical and industrial sci-
ences and brought together outstanding 
investigators at the forefront of their field. 
Below are some comments from award 
recipients attending the conference:

“Many thanks for granting me the EUROTOX travel 
fellowship for the GRC Cellular and Molecular Mecha-
nisms of Toxicity in the US. It is really appreciated. The 
travel fellowship helped me to convince my superiors 
to allow me to register for the GRC. Without it, it would 
have been hard to attend and I am glad that I did not 
miss this inspiring conference”.
Anne Kienhuis, PhD
Laboratory for Health Protection Research 
RIVM (NL)

“The financial support from EUROTOX made it possible 
for me to take part in this important event in toxicol-
ogy. My participation in this conference would not be 
possible, without Eurotox sponsorship.
I contributed to the conference by presenting the work 
on  “The antidote effect of Quinone Oxidoreductse 2 
(QR2) inhibitor on paraquat toxicity”. I am very glad I 
could present these data as they are not only very inter-
esting for their basic implications, but because they 
also have an enormous application potential for the 
development of a potent antidote against paraquat 
intoxications.
The conference was very rich in excellent talks and well 
reflected modern tendencies in molecular toxicology. 
It was also perfectly organized and I am very grateful 
I was given this excellent opportunity to grow scien-
tifically and meet the best of the international com-
munity of modern toxicology. Thanks a lot for your 
sponsorship!”.
Elzbieta Janda, PhD
Department of Pharmacobiological Sciences Univer-
sity Magna Graecia of Catanzaro (Italy)

“I was recently fortunate enough to receive a Eurotox 
travel fellowship to attend the ‘Cellular and Mecha-
nisms of Toxicity’ conference at Proctor Academy in the 
United States. I found the conference incredibly inter-
esting and have made several contacts which I hope 
will benefit my career in the future. I would like to thank 
you and Eurotox for providing the funding to allow me 
to attend the conference”.
Richard Wall
School of Biology
University of Nottingham (UK)

eurotox  
suPPorts stuDents 

the new weBsite is reADy
We are pleased to announce 
the launch of our new 
website which we have 
designed around you and 
hope you will find it simple 
and easy to use.
We are placing an empha-
sis on making available the 
appropriate information and 
resources for our members 
and audience to learn about 
EUROTOX and its mission to 
advance human, environ-
mental and animal health 
by being the leading voice 
of toxicology in Europe. 
The primary objective of 
the new EUROTOX website 
is to provide an effective 
research development tool. We are plac-
ing an emphasis on making available the 
appropriate information and resources for 
our audience to learn about toxicology in 
Europe. 
EUROTOX website was designed to be 
user-friendly and simple to navigate. The 
new website is designed to allow users to 
quickly find the contents they are looking 
for from the main page. In addition, its 
low hierarchical structure allows users to 
find information easily and smoothly.
Listed below are some highlights from 
the site.

CAreers
Need a new job?  Looking for a change? 
Whether you are unhappy in your current 
job, are looking for some career develop-
ment, or want to change careers com-
pletely, you can go to our website and 
you will see immediately current toxicol-
ogy job openings. 

Comments
We will offer a range of resources or arti-
cles that could be of interest to website 
visitors. A commenting feature on rel-
evant sections of the website will offer 
an effective method to involve the regis-
tered users and share their opinions.

rss FeeD
RSS is a commonly used format for sharing 
content on the web. By offering RSS feed 
of our website content, we are making it 
readily accessible to millions of internet 
users who use feed reader applications 
to find information on the internet. It also 
makes it easier for users to subscribe to 
website updates by email. RSS feeds also 
make it easier for users to share content 
on other social media sites.

soCiAl BookmArkinG FeAture
Social bookmarking and networking web-
sites have taken the web design industry 
by storm. Social media can play a key role 
in promoting new important information. 

survey/Polls
We offer a survey or poll on EUROTOX 
website. Current results will be displayed 
alongside. 

Over the next few months, we will upload 
the new content to the eurotox.com 
domain and your comments and sugges-
tions for strengthening our communica-
tions are encouraged and welcome!

Mojmir Mach
Editor of the EUROTOX web page
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German Toxicology Society (GT)

Netherlands Society of Toxicology  (NVT)

Finnish Society of Toxicology (FST)

Swedish Society of Toxicology  (SFT)

Norwegian Society of Pharmacology and Toxicology (NSFT)Belgian Society of Toxicology
 and Ecotoxicology (BELTOX)

British Toxicology Society (BTS)

Irish Society of Toxicology 

Danish Society of Pharmacology 
and Toxicology (DSFTM)

Croatian Toxicological Society

Czech Society for Experimental and 
Clinical Pharmacology and Toxicology

Estonian Society of Toxicology

Polish Society of Toxicology 

Slovak Toxicology Society (SETOX)

The Slovenian Society of Toxicology (SST)

Latvian Toxicology Society

Russian Society of Toxicology (RST)

French Society of Toxicology (SFT)

Portuguese Pharmacological Society  (SPF)
Spanish Association of Toxicology  (AETOX)

Italian Society of Toxicology (SITOX)

The Swiss Society of Toxicology (SST)

Austrian Society of Toxicology (ASTOX)

Union of Hungarian Toxicologists

Serbian Society of Toxicolgists

Bulgarian Society of Toxicology 

Romanian Society of Pharmacology, Therapy and Clinical Toxicology

Ukrainian Toxicology Society (UTOX)

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
 (FYROM) Society of Toxicology 

Turkish Society of Toxicology (TTD)

Hellenic Society of Toxicology (HST)

CommuniCAtion, DiAloGue,
Co-oPerAtion, solvinG ProBlems

by Mojmír Mach

These are the words of nowadays Europe. 
Such approaches should be used in broad 
spectrum of life as well as in toxicology. 
It is therefore admirable that EUROTOX 
commissars, mainly past-president Prof. 
Liesivuori, invited all heads of European 
toxicological societies to discuss current 
issues of toxicology in Europe during 
IUTOX meeting held in Barcelona in July 
2010. Renowned scientists and regula-
tory officers from Government, Industry 
and Academia made appearance and 
talked about contribution of toxicological 
research to society, importance of com-
munication and education. The strategic 
meeting was successful. Prof. Liesivuori 

expressed gratitude to all delegates for 
the great suggestions and key findings 
resulting from the brainstorming sessions 
conducted during the meeting. Major-
ity of delegates agreed that education in 
toxicology and related fields is the top pri-
ority for future. Communication towards 
society, in the sense of explaining possi-
ble risks, should be an important concern 
as well.
Taking a good example from EUROTOX, 
on the verge of summer the Slovak Toxi-
cology Society SETOX organized meet-
ing of the toxicological societies from 
the Central Europe, i.e. Slovak, Czech, 
Polish, Austrian and Hungarian societ-

ies of toxicology. First positive step was 
done by Visegrad Fund and Federation 
of European Toxicologists & European 
Societies of Toxicology, which supported 
this meeting. It is essential for successful 
co-operation to establish strong connec-
tions, which can be further crucial for 
meaningful and highly profitable infor-
mation to society.
 

In our NATIONAL CORNER we will pres-
ent national societies of toxicology, the 
members of the EUROTOX family as well 
as announcements and activities across 
the Europe. 
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A STOXAustrian Society of Toxicology

AustriAn society of toxicology was 
launched in January 1991, currently the 
society amounts to more than 140 mem-
bers. The objective of the society is to 
advocate scientific and applied interests 
of Toxicology in Austria. The duties of the 
society comprise:

• Taking care of the advancement of 
Toxicology in Austria.

• Organization of scientific meetings.
• Education and professional develop-

ment.
• Responsibility for registration of toxi-

cologists and their official recognition 
by EUROTOX.

• Taking professional procurements and 
competent advice in matters of public 
health.

• Holding contacts with societies of toxi-
cology in other countries and interna-
tional societies.

 

ConFerenCes 
ASTOX organizes annual scientific meet-
ings. Emphasis is placed on addressing 
current scientific and applied issues in 
toxicology at any one time. ASTOX spon-
sors prices for poster and oral communi-
cations to encourage young scientists to 
actively participate. 

exPerts in toxiColoGy 
ASTOX members include experienced 
scientists at universities, private research 
institutions, industry and consultants. A 
list of European Registered Toxicologists 
available in Austria is published at http://
www.astox.at/ enabling the public to 
directly contact an expert in case of ques-
tions or concerns.

eDuCAtion / CAreer
University Course in Toxicology for post-
graduates at the Medical University of 
Vienna 
(http://www.meduniwien.ac.at/toxicology).

ASTOX supports the Toxicology Course 
Vienna which provides education and 
training in all relevant subjects. Success-
ful attendants are qualified to identify and 
characterize adverse effects of chemical 
compounds, to elucidate mechanisms 
of action at the cellular, biochemical and 
molecular level, to review and assess 
safety data generated for a specific 
chemical, to estimate the probability of 
the occurrence of adverse effects (risk 
assessment), to contribute responsibly 
to risk-benefit evaluation, risk manage-
ment and risk communication, to develop 
approaches for prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of adverse effects. Interna-
tional faculty and participants. Duration 
of course: 3 years. Language: English. Cer-
tificate: “Master of Sciences (Toxicology), 
meets with theoretical and parts of prac-

tical curriculum required for certification 
as European Registered Toxicologist. The 
sixth course started in June 2010, enlist-
ment possible at any time. 

euroPeAn reGistereD toxiColoGist
Toxicologists wishing to be included in 
the register should apply at the Austrian 
Register of Toxicologists (AR-TOX), a body 
in the frame of ASTOX and linked to the 
EUROTOX Register. The objectives of the 
AR-TOX are to recognize experienced 
scientists who are actively engaged in 
the multi-disciplinary field of toxicology, 
to ensure that Registered Toxicologists 
observe and maintain high standards 
of professional competence and ethical 
conduct and to ensure the description 
“Registered Toxicologist” or the use of 
initials or letters having a similar meaning 
to be confined to persons who have sat-
isfied the registration committee of their 
professional competence and experience.

our ContACts
President
a.o. Univ. Prof. Dr. Wilfried Bursch
Medical University of Vienna 
Department of Medicine I
Institute of Cancer Research
Research Unit Chemical Safety and Cancer 
Prevention
Borschkegasse 8a, A-1090 Vienna
e-mail: wilfried.bursch@meduniwien.ac.at
Website: http://www.astox.at/

the BelgiAn society of toxicology And 
ecotoxicology (BelTox) is promoting the 
regular exchange of science among stu-
dents and professionals from scientific 
institutions, universities, authorities and 
industry in the fields of toxicology and 
ecotoxicology.
The scope of its activities includes the 
study of potential adverse effects to 

health and the environment of a large 
variety of natural and man-made sub-
stances including environmental pol-
lutants, industrial chemicals, pesticides, 
biocides, food contaminants, food addi-
tives, cosmetics, human and veterinary 
medicines, natural toxins and genetically 
modified organisms.
BelTox also encourages the integration of 
Belgian scientific activities at the interna-
tional level.

our ACtivities For  
the seConD semester oF 2011:

13/10/2011: Advanced Course on 
Reproductive Toxicology, Elewijt 
Center, Elewijt, (South of Mechelen) Bel-
gium from 8:30 to 17:00 hrs.
In the fall of this year, BelTox will again 
be organizing an  advanced toxicology 
course. The subject of this year will be 
reproductive toxicology with emphasis 
on toxicity to embryo-fetal develop-
ment. The program will contain presen-
tations on the principles of embryo-fetal 
development, experimental methods 
and techniques, regulatory requirements, 
interpretation of the study results and a 
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practical exercise where the audience will 
be invited to provide an interpretation 
of a real case of embryo-fetal toxicity of 
a chemical. The results will be compared 
and discussed at the closure of the course. 
The speakers and coaches for the practi-
cal exercise will be experienced toxicolo-
gists from, academia, industry, govern-
ment institutions and consulting.
The registration fees are 100 euros for 
BelTox members, 200 euros for non-
members and include the seminar, hand-
outs, lunch and coffee breaks.

26/10/2011: Workshop: Non-Clinical 
Safety Assessment of Biopharmaceu-
ticals, Janssen Pharmaceutica, Beerse 
(Belgium)
In the context of the rapidly growing Bio-
logics community, BelTox would like to 
create an interactive and dynamic non 
clinical network with the aim of foster-
ing extensive information sharing and 
establishing a forum for discussion. We 
are pleased to announce the First Work-
shop on Non-clinical Safety Assessment 
of Biopharmaceuticals, which will be held 
on Wednesday 26 October in Beerse, 
Belgium. There will be contributions on 
the safety assessment of monoclonal 
antibodies, nanobodies and vaccines.  
The registration fees are 25 euros for BelTox 
members, 50 euros for non-members 

8/12/2011: Assessing the Impact of 
Metals on Human Health and the Envi-
ronment
The main topic of the BelTox Annual Sci-
entific Meeting will be the latest progress 
in the assessment of the impact of metals 
on human health and the environment. 
The scope of this meeting will not only 
be limited to metals and their salts metal 
salts as such but will also include alloys, 
ceramics, new composite materials etc. 
Registration for this meeting will be open 
at the beginning of September. There is 
no registration fee for BelTox members, 
the fee is 50 euros for non-members. 
During this meeting a young scientist 
contest will be organized where PhD stu-
dents are offered to present their work 
either as a presentation or as a poster. 
The two best presentations and posters 
receive a reward. 

You can find the more information on 
these events on www.beltox.be, where 
you can register online. You can also 
register and ask further information 
by email to the BelTox secretariat at  
admin@beltox.be.

the BelGiAn reGister oF toxiColoGists
(the Register) has been launched in 2010 
and is organized jointly by BELTOX, the 
Belgian Mutagenesis Society (BEMS) and 

the Toxicological Society of Belgium and 
Luxembourg (BLT). It is part of the Euro-
pean Register of Toxicologists. Applica-
tions to the Belgian Register of Toxicolo-
gists are open to experienced scientists 
engaged in the field of toxicology and 
members of BELTOX, BEMS or BLT. Appli-
cations from other European countries/
continents or EUROTOX members includ-
ing individual members of EUROTOX will 
also be considered. ERT are required to 
have an acceptable education leading 
to an appropriate qualification together 
with an additional training to achieve the 
necessary competence to practice their 
profession.
Inclusion in the Belgian Register of Toxi-
cologists applies for a period of 5 years 
after which re-registration is required. 
The Registration Panel meets twice a 
year (June and December) to review new 
applications, approve (or reject) them and 
report to EUROTOX, and ensure continu-
ing registration. The next panel meeting 
is planned for December 19th.    Submis-
sion deadline is December 10th 2011.

our ContACts
President: Mark Martens
Vice president: Dominique Lison
Treasurer: Francesca Tencalla
Secretary: Isabel Ortega
Secretariat: admin@beltox.be

the British society of toxicologists is a 
learned society for toxicologists in the UK 
and represents the interests of approxi-
mately 1,000 members. 
The BTS aims to keep its members well 
informed, having a high quality newslet-
ter and website, covering developments 
on science, careers and other topics. 

The Society organises two meetings per 
year.  These are as follows:

Bts Autumn meetinG  
5th & 6th sePtemBer 2011, 
university oF nottinGhAm

Key themes
• Safety Assessment of Novel Therapeu-

tic Agents
• Pesticides: Lessons from the Last 

Decade
• CEPProgramme - “Toxicology and Risk 

Assessment of Chemical Mixtures”.
• 

Bts AnnuAl ConGress  
25-28 mArCh 2012,  
university oF wArwiCk
Key themes to be announced, please 
check the BTS website for details.

We have just launched our new look web-
site, please do visit the site: www.thebts.org
to keep abreast of all developments in 
relation to toxicology in the UK.

our ContACts
President
Prof. Ruth Roberts
BTS Administrative Office
PO Box 10371
Colchester
CO1 9GL
United Kingdom

tel: +44 (0)1206 226059
fax: +44 (0)1206 226057
email: secretariat@thebts.org 
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the dutch society of toxicology (NVT) has 
approximately 550 members and has 
several committees which organize sym-
posia throughout the year. NVT has com-
mittees on: occupational toxicology, risk 
assessment, genetic toxicology, teratol-
ogy & reprotoxicology, environmental 
toxicology, toxicological pathology and 
pharmaceutical toxicology.

reCent ACtivities
Joint meeting with BTS in Durham, UK.
Annual meeting on the theme: “Current 
developments in nonclinical models for 
safety assessment of pharmaceuticals”. 
The annual meeting also included a sat-
ellite meeting for PhD-students, with its 
own theme: The reality of toxicology. 
Often the quality of speakers and presen-
tations is, at least, as good as at the main 
meeting. 

Furthermore, NVT has its own postgradu-
ate education in toxicology (PET-courses, 
http://www.toxcourses.nl) which is one of 
the requirements for registration as a toxi-
cologist in The Netherlands.

Also, NVT has its own magazine (TCDD), 
which is published 4 times per year. It 
contains announcements of upcoming 
events, reports of recent activities, inter-
views, book reviews, biographical list of 
recently published work by members and 
other information worth sharing.

our ContACts
President: Prof. Dr. Martin van den Berg
Secretariat: Dr. Marjoke Heneweer 
(secretaris@toxicologie.nl)
Website: www.toxicologie.nl

Members of lAtviAn society of toxicology 
(LATTOX) are from different branches, 
there are pharmacists, chemists, biolo-

Human Health and the Environment. And 
still now we are working on these questions.

our ContACts
President: 
Inese Martinsone, Dr. Med. Sc., MSc. Chem.
e-mail: inese.martinsone@rsu.lv
Secretary:
Marite-Arija Bake, Dr. Med. Sc.
e-mail: marite.bake@rsu.lv
Dzirciema str. 16, 
Riga, Latvia, LV-1007
tel/fax: +371 67409187
Website: www.lattox.lv

gists, ecologists, work hygienists, clinical 
toxicologists. We offer expert and tuto-
rial consultations for our members and 
others. We also organize seminars on dif-
ferent themes. In this year we plan semi-
nars in October, the theme of seminar 
will be “Legislative aspects of testing and 
safety of cosmetic products”. Next semi-
nar will be in December with the focus 
on “Possible health problems caused by 
usage of energy drinks”.
Our Society was involved and took part 
in project IMPART – Improving the Under-
standing of the Impact of Nanoparticles on 

The history of toxicology in Switzerland has its roots in physiology and chemistry. Phar-
macology as a scientific discipline was driven by these two natural sciences. Main leader 
in the process of separation of pharmacology from physiology was pharmaceutical 
industry with the dramatic progress after World War II. In 1965 Swiss Society of Pharma-
cology and Toxicology (SSPT) was established. The goals of the SSPT at foundation were 
academic education, support of science, toxicology and clinical pharmacology, organi-
zation of symposia and improvement of relations to other societies and national/can-
tonal authorities. SSPT serves as “The Umbrella Organisation” for the following societies:

• Society of Experimental Pharmacology
• Society of Toxicology
• Society of Clinical Pharmacology and Toxicology
• Society of Pharmaceutical Medicine

the swiss society of toxicology (SST) is a society within the umbrella organisation “Swiss 
Society of Pharmacology and Toxicology and was founded in 2005 according to its 
bylaws. To date the society has 167 Members. We estimate that about 500 scientists in 

Switzerland are dedicated to toxicology 
and related sciences. There is a strong 
need of a profiled professional education 
and training (E&T) in Safety Sciences in 
Switzerland. This is now coordinated by 
the Swiss Centre of Applied Human Toxi-
cology (SCAHT).
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the swedish society of toxicology (SFT) is 
an organization for professionals in toxi-
cology, toxicology students and others 
with an active interest in toxicology. The 
organization has around 350 members 
representing:
• Academia 
• Industry
• Regulatory agencies 
• Students
• Others interested in toxicology 

The purpose of the Swedish Society of 
Toxicology is to:
• Promote the generation of new knowl-

edge in toxicology 
• Promote training and education and 

encourage professional development
• Encourage an extended and scientifi-

cally based application of toxicological 
science in the society

• Be a forum for exchange of toxicologi-
cal knowledge, experience and ideas 
with the purpose to improve condi-

tions and poster viewing. The theme of 
the congress is “Safety Science Serving 
Society”. The full scientific programme 
is in preparation and will be available 
on the congress website autumn 2011 
together with all other information 
regarding the abstract submission, exhi-
bition opportunities, registration and 
accommodations. 
More information about details and con-
ditions can be found on the website 
www.eurotox2012.org

our ContACts
Chair: 
Marie Haag Grönlund 
Health & Hazard Assessment, 
AstraZeneca, Södertälje, Sweden 
e-mail: marie.haaggroenlund@astrazeneca.com 

Secretary General: 
Tina Almström Branting 
Goodpoint AB, Stockholm, Sweden 
e-mail: sekreterare.sft@gmail.com

tions for health and environmental risk 
assessment 

ACtivities inCluDe:

• Meetings (seminars, symposia)
• Web page with useful information  

www.imm.ki.se/sft 
• Regular information to members via 

e-mail about conferences, meetings, 
news, job adverts, etc. 

• Networking face to face and via social 
media such as facebook.

eurotox 2012 ConGress
The Swedish Society of Toxicology will 
be hosting the 48th EUROTOX Congress 
in Stockholm, June 17–20, 2012. The con-
gress will take place at the Stockholm 
Waterfront Congress Centre, which 
offers fantastic facilities for all activities 
including scientific sessions, the con-
tinuing education programme, exhibi-

GoAls oF the swiss soCiety oF toxiColoGy inCluDe: 

• Promotion of research and use of toxicological expertise with the aim of health protec-
tion of humans and animals as well as the environment

• Promotion of education and training in the field of toxicology
• Exchange of experience and ideas 
• Representation of professional matters of toxicologists, being active in Switzerland 
• Collaboration with corresponding societies in foreign countries

The Society possesses the Swiss Register of Toxicology, which consists of highly qualified 
professionals with high responsibility standards. It also allows their European registration. 

our ContACts

President
Prof. Dr. med. Friedlieb Pfannkuch
Steingrubenweg 160
CH-4125 Riehen, Switzerland
tel: +41 79 251 91 89
fax: +41 61 641 55 94
e-mail: friedlieb.pfannkuch@roche.com

Website: http://www.swisstox.ch

If you wish to publish information regarding activities, news, hot topics in toxicology, publications and Congresses announcements please  
send an e-mail to News Editor or Webmaster Editor (webmaster@eurotox.com or mojmir.mach@savba.sk)
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 “ICEO” 2011 InTERnATIOnAl COnfEREnCE On 
EnvIROnmEnTAl OmICS 
Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, China, November 8-12, 2011
http://www.2011enviromics.org
 
SEnS-IT-Iv COngRESS “ThE SEnS-IT-Iv TOOl BOX And 
SCIEnTIfIC SpIn-OffS”
Crowne Plaza Airport Hotel, Brussels, November 23-25, 2011 
http://www.sens-it-iv.eu/index.php?id=1101

InTERnATIOnAl TOXICOlOgy Of mIXTURES COnfEREnCE 2011 
Arlington, VA, USA, 21-23 October 2011
http://www.toxicologyofmixtures.com

CROATIAn mICROBIOlOgy SOCIETy IS ORgAnIzIng An 
InTERnATIOnAl myCOlOgy And myCOTOXICOlOgy 
SympOSIUm
Primošten, Croatia - 19 to 22, October 2011
http://www.hmd-cms.hr/power-of-fungi/newsletters/newsletter-08-2010.htm 

BIOlOgy Of ThE ARylhydRCARBOn RECEpTOR 
Düsseldorf, Germany, September 21-24, 2011
http://www.iuf.uni-duesseldorf.de/AHR2011

InTERnATIOnAl COnfEREnCE On RISk ASSESSmEnT And 
mAnAgEmEnT “ICRA 2011” 
Tianjin City, China, from Sept. 21 - 23, 2011
http://www.chntox.org/chntox03/en

“IRAnTOX” 11Th COngRESS Of IRAnIAn SOCIETy Of 
TOXICOlOgy
Mashad, Iran, September 13-15, 2011
http://www.mashadtox2011.ir

“CmTpI-2011” 6Th InTERnATIOnAl SympOSIUm On 
COmpUTATIOnAl mEThOdS In TOXICOlOgy And 
phARmACOlOgy InTEgRATIng InTERnET RESOURCES
Maribor, SLOVENIA, September 3-7, 2011
http://cmtpi-2011.si
 
BTS AUTUmn mEETIng 2011
Nottingham Business School, the University of Nottingham, UK,  
September 5 - 6, 2011
e-mail: meetings@thebts.org

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c o u r s e s

 
REpROdUCTIvE TOXICOlOgy WITh EmphASIS On TOXICITy TO 
EmBRyO-fETAl dEvElOpmEnT 
Elewijt Center, Elewijt (South of Mechelen), Belgium, October 13, 2011
http://www.beltox.be
 
fUll-TImE mASTER Of SCIEnCE (mSC) dEgREE COURSE In 
TOXICOlOgy 
Swiss Centre for Applied Human Toxicology
http://www.pharma.unibas.ch/
 
“mSC dRUg dEvElOpmEnT & dRUg SAfETy” 
College of Life Sciences and Medicine, University of Aberdeen, Polwarth 
Building, UK
 http://www.abdn.ac.uk/clsm/graduateschool/prospective/scholarships.php
 
“mASTER Of AdvAnCEd STUdIES In TOXICOlOgy” ThE Only 
pART-TImE STUdy In TOXICOlOgy In SWITzERlAnd
The School of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Faculty of Sciences, University of 
Geneva, University of Lausanne - September 2010 – June 2012
http://www.unige.ch/formcont/toxico.html
 
mASTER COURSE In TOXICOlOgy fOR pOSTgRAdUATES
Medical University of Vienna. Institute of Cancer Research, Unit of Chemical 
Safety
http://www.meduniwien.ac.at/toxicology
 
dUTCh pOSTgRAdUATE EdUCATIOn In TOXICOlOgy (p.E.T.)
Postgraduate education in Toxicology, Wageningen University, Department 
of Toxicology, P.O. Box 8000, NL-6700 EA Wageningen, The Netherlands
http://www.toxcourses.nl/
 
ThE mOdUlAR TRAInIng pROgRAmmE In ApplIEd 
TOXICOlOgy
University of Surrey, School of Biomedical and Life Sciences, Guildford, UK
www.surrey.ac.uk
 
mOdUlAR TOXICOlOgy COURSE
Department of Pharmacy, King’s College, London, UK. 
e-mail: john.timbrell@kcl.ac.uk
 
mOdUlAR EdUCATIOnAl ACTIvITIES And COnTInUIng 
pROfESSIOnAl dEvElOpmEnT In TOXICOlOgICAl pAThOlOgy
British Society of Toxicological Pathologists BSTP, Isle of Skye, UK
www.bstp.org.uk 

Upcoming Events

We value your comments. Please provide us with feedback by reaching us at 
www.eurotox.com/contact. All text in the articles in the EUROTOX Newsletter 
may be used and reprinted without permission; citation as to source, however, 
is appreciated.

EUROTOX
Federation of European Toxicologists & European Societies of Toxicology
4002 Basel, Switzerland
e-mail: eurotox.secretariat@unimi.it


