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LETTER OF INTENT  
TO HOST THE 2029 EUROTOX CONGRESS IN BASEL, SWITZERLAND

“SCIENCE AND INNOVATION FOR A SAFER FUTURE“
PROPOSED DATE: 9TH - 12TH SEPTEMBER 2029

Dear EUROTOX Executive Committee, 
dear colleagues,

The Swiss Society of Toxicology (SST) 
is pleased to apply to host the 2029  
EUROTOX Congress in Basel, Switzerland’s 
life science hub in the heart of Europe. Af-
ter the much acclaimed 2013 Congress in 
Interlaken, Switzerland, the SST is ready to 
organise another successful meeting. Our 
goal is to unite toxicologists from Euro-
pe and around the world to network and  
exchange on latest achievements, emer-
ging challenges, and strategies for solu-
tions in a smoothly running and dynamic 
event.

The Swiss Society of Toxicology (SST)
The Swiss Society of Toxicology (SST) is 
one of four independent societies com-
prising the Swiss Society of Pharmaco-
logy and Toxicology (SSPT) founded in 
1965. The mission of the SST is to promote  
research and use of toxicological ex-
pertise for the protection of human and 
animal health and of the environment. A 
core goal of the SST is to promote edu-
cation and training in the field of toxi-
cology, and opportunities for exchange 
of experiences and emerging ideas. 

In 2024, the SST had 296 members wor-
king mainly in life science industries 
(~47%), universities, public research and  
regulatory institutions (~30%).  Others 
are part of contract research organizati-
ons, consultancies, individual consultants 
or are retired. The current membership 
is 58% male and 42% female. The SST 
also hosts the Swiss Register of Toxico-
logy which was established in 1995. It 
is recognized by EUROTOX for the pur-
pose of certifying candidates for the 
title of European Registered Toxicolo-
gist (ERT) and had 141 members in 2024. 
 
An annual capstone for the society is the 
SST meeting, which attracts more than 200 
participants. The meetings balance input 
from the different sectors represented in 
the Society, ranging from basic scientific re-
search, and drug and product development, 
to risk assessment and regulatory aspects. 
 
In September 2013, the SST hosted the  
EUROTOX 2013 Congress in Interlaken. 
There were more than 1400 participants 
from 58 countries from all continents. The 5  
Continuing Education Courses, 6 key-
note lectures, 18 symposia or workshops 
and 6 sessions of oral presentations were 

Structure and membership 
of the SST Board
President:  
Prof. Dr. Shana J. Sturla  
Vice President:  
Prof. Dr. Laura Suter Dick 
Secretary:  
Dr. Theresa Placke  
Treasurer: 
Dr. Andreas Knödler 
Scientific Advisory Board: 
Prof. Dr. Michael Arand
Prof. Dr. Alex Odermatt 
Dr. Gina Montoya 
Dr. Susanne Mohr  
Chair of the  
Registration Committee:  
Dr. Christine Lorez

managed brilliantly by 
SST members. In addition, 
more than 600 posters 
from 25 topics were on 
display. The meeting was 
universally praised for its 
content, organization and 
facilities and turned in an 
overall profit of > 60000€ 
for EUROTOX and the SST. 

www.swisstox.ch

http://www.swisstox.ch


Agreement to work with EUROTOX’s PCO and to comply with EUROTOX’s regulations 
As local organizer, SST agrees to work with EUROTOX’s Core Professional Congress Organisers in the organisation of 
the 2029 congress and will comply with EUROTOX’s regulations.

 

Congress venue
As congress venue, the SST Board proposes Messe and Congress Center Basel, Switzerland’s 
largest conference and exhibition site, with a total of 25 conference rooms and an overall ex-
hibition area of 141000 m2. The compact layout of the venue allows easy and fast movements  
between the conference rooms, the exhibition area and the space dedicated to the pos-
ter exhibition. 
Messe and Congress Center Basel is located in the heart of the city and can be easily 
accessed with the local public transport system or by foot from the nearby 1000 hotel 
rooms in different categories. The venue is surrounded by various restaurants, cafes and 
shopping facilities. From the center to the historic Old Town of Basel it is a short 15 minute 
walk or a 5 minute ride by public transport.

The reference list of international congresses, hosted at the venue, contains prestigious 
meetings such as
•	 European Stroke Organisation Conference 2024 (4680 delegates) 
•	 Annual Conference of the Association for Medical Education in Europe 2024 (4050)
•	 Conference of the International Society of Travel Medicine 2023  (1200)
•	 Annual Drug Information Association DIA Europe 2023 (1700)
•	 European Conference on Optical Communication ECOC 2022 (1600)
•	 European Congress of Pathology 2022 (3400) 
•	 Congress of the European Assoc. of Poison Centres & Clinical Toxicologists 2017 (410)
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Relevant and tangible benefits

Our goal is to create a top rate forum 
for bringing together toxicologists 
from Europe and around the world.  
Located at the center of Europe 
and with hospitality and reliable  
organization of the highest quality, 
we would offer a productive chance 
for networking and exchanging of 
ideas. As established in our annual 
meetings, we aim to provide a diverse 
program that bridges different areas 

relevant to the Toxicology enterprise, 
while also offering inspiration and 
advantages for young trainees.

Around 700 life sciences companies 
are located in the Basel Region with 
over 32000 people employed in this 
industry. Two of the world leaders 
in pharmaceuticals, Novartis and 
Roche, are headquartered in Basel.  
Combined with chemical and food  
industries, academic institutions 
and independent consultants, Basel 

has one of the highest densities of  
toxicologists within Europe. Hosting 
the meeting in Basel is expected to 
mobilize participation of toxicologists 
in the area and neighboring regions 
as well as their partners around the 
world. Several academic institutions 
in Switzerland provide a curriculum 
towards the formation of qualified 
toxicologists and these trainees will 
gain a great benefit from the oppor-
tunity to participate in a local EURO-
TOX congress.

The entire city is your venue
With 190000 inhabitants Basel is a fairly small city. But at the same 
time it is just the right size to give a large meeting high visibility. 
As it has big-city attributes, Basel is as well called a „pocket-sized 
metropolis“.

Financial support
The City of Basel offers financial support to congresses in the life 
sciences industry. For EUROTOX we expect fundings from the city 
of approx. EUR 50000. 

Accessibility
Basel is located in central Europe at the tripoint between Switzer-
land, Germany and France. The city offers easy access via Euro-
Airport Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg, located 15 minutes from the city 
centre and the venue Congress Center Basel. 
Alternatively delegates use Zurich Airport (only 1h 15min by train to 
Basel). Another option is to travel by train: Basel is an international 
railroad junction with direct high speed train connections by ICE 
from Germany and by TGV from France.

Accommodation
1000 hotel rooms in different categories are walking  
distance to Congress Center Basel, 6800 rooms are within 
15 min transfer by public transport/taxi. In total the Basel  
Region offers around 9500 rooms, including hotels in near-
by Germany and France as well as low-cost accommoda-
tion such as AirBnB and youth hostels.

Each guest staying in Basel receives a free BaselCard 
when checking in at the hotel. This permits free use of pub-
lic transport in the city of Basel including the transfer from 
and to EuroAirport Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg.

	 	
Lyon		   3.50
Rome	 1.30	  8.00
Barcelona	 1.50     10.00
Milan		   4.00

	 	
Paris	 1.10	 3.00
London	 1.30	 8.00
Amsterdam	 1.20	 6.45

	 	
Berlin	 1.30	   8.30
Frankfurt	 1.10	   2.45
Copenhagen	 1.50	 12.30
Munich	 1.00	   4.30
Vienna	 1.40	   9.30

= 1400
rooms

other

= 780
rooms

1

= 520
rooms

2

= 3660
rooms

3

= 2538
rooms

4

= 603
rooms

5
4 s

no. of 
rooms in  
Basel and 

metropolitan 
area 

= 9500
total rooms

Host city Basel

	 	
Tunis	 2.30	
Tel Aviv	 4.30	
Dubai	 7.00	



Pre and post conference activities / accompanying partner programs
In addition to scientific activities of the meeting, the  
location will allow participants a chance to experience 
not only Basel, but the stunning landscapes of the Ger-
man Black Forest as well as beautiful French villages 
along the Alsace Wine Route and the charming cities of 

Strasbourg and Colmar are all easily accessible. Visitors 
can enjoy the unforgettable Swiss mountain panorama 
with a tour to Lucerne, the city of lights on Lake Lucer-
ne, crowned with a visit to Mount Pilatus or Mount Titlis.  
Travel time from Basel: 1h!

Basel - host city of Eurovision Song Contest 2025.  
Basel‘s unique position in the tri-border region of Switzerland, France, and Germany embodies the ESC‘s theme of 
„Crossing Borders.“ The city‘s rich cultural diversity and history of building bridges between different cultures align 
with the ESC‘s values of openness and inclusivity.

Lucerne and Kappel bridge Cogwheel train to the peak of Mount Pilatus


