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BTS Administration Office 
Executive Business Support 
Stowe House,  
St. Chad’s Road,  
Lichfield, Staffordshire. 
WS13 6TJ 
 

              Email: secretariat@thebts.org 
Website: www.thebts.org 

By email: 

secretariat@eurotox.com         21st  January 2025 

Proposal for the British Toxicology Society to host the 2029 EUROTOX Congress 

Proposed City: Birmingham, UK. 

Proposed dates: 16-19 September 2029 

“ADVANCING TOXICOLOGY INTO A NEW DECADE OF OPPORTUNITY” 

A view from Centenary Square of Symphony Hall, the ICC and the Repertory Theatre 

Dear EUROTOX Executive Committee, 

The British Toxicology Society (BTS), together with the award-winning International Convention Centre (ICC) and the 
West Midlands Convention Bureau, are pleased to present their proposal to host the 2029 EUROTOX Congress in 
Birmingham, UK from 16-19 September 2029. 

The British Toxicology Society.  

The BTS, a professional association for toxicologists and those interested in toxicology, was constituted formally in April 
1979 with 200 members. The Society has now grown to over 780 members currently from across all sectors of the 
discipline (with a 60% male and 40% female split). The BTS Executive Committee (EC), along with its subcommittees, 
is responsible for the organisation's strategic direction to support the Society’s Mission: “To provide the principal forum 
for toxicology in the UK, to support and enrich the careers of toxicologists, and to promote the importance and 
advancement of toxicology in the wider scientific and lay communities.” The BTS also supports the UK Register of 
Toxicologists (UKRT), which was established in 1993, and is recognised by the EUROTOX European Register of 
Toxicologists (ERT). 

The BTS has an excellent track record in running its own Annual Congresses and other scientific events since its 
inception, often in collaboration with other Learned Scientific Societies and Professional Bodies. This includes hosting 
two EUROTOX Congresses in two nations of the UK, England (2000) and Scotland (2014). The 38th European 
Congress of Toxicology, presided over by Professor Alan Boobis OBE, took place at the Imperial College of 
Science,Technology and Medicine in London and the 50th Congress of the European Societies of Toxicology, presided 
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over by Professor Heather Wallace who has been advising the BTS on this proposal, took place at the Edinburgh 
International Conference Centre. Both meetings were universally praised for their scientific content, organisation and 
facilities, with the Edinburgh meeting returning a significant financial surplus. Hence, with our experience working with 
EUROTOX, the BTS, with local and regional support from academic institutions, industry (pharmaceutical, industrial 
chemicals, agrochemical, cosmetics, consumer products, medicines and healthcare products, and foods), government 
agencies, contract research organisations and local businesses, is well placed to host the 2029 EUROTOX Congress 
in Birmingham.  

Why choose Birmingham to host the 2029 EUROTOX Congress?  

Birmingham has cemented itself as one of Britain's most innovative and entrepreneurial cities in the UK. Among 
Birmingham’s one million strong population, the city hosts many vibrant cultures from over 190 nationalities uniting to 
make it one of the most multicultural cities in the UK. Birmingham, accredited as the “2nd city of the UK to London”, is 
a dynamic and ambitious city, located at the centre of England and is proud of its rich industrial heritage which includes 
the historic Jewellery Quarter, the museum of the British chocolate maker, Cadbury, and the Black Country Living 
Museum, an open-air museum that brings local history to life. Birmingham is also home to over 8,000 acres of parkland, 
including Europe’s largest park outside a capital city, and a network of canals, many of which radiate from the Sherborne 
Wharf which is a 9-minute walk from the ICC and where Peaky Blinders has been filmed.The canal area is car-free and 
lined with trendy cafes and bars. Birmingham is also proud of its strong sporting heritage (football, cricket, rugby and 
tennis) and will host the 2028 Invictus Games.  

The award-winning Bullring Complex features the Bronze Bull featured in the 2022 
Commonwealth Games. The Bronze Bull was designed for the Games to illustrate 
Birmingham's journey through a turbulent past to the present day and its future 
development as a progressive and diverse city and is depicted on the proposed 
BTS 2029 EUROTOX logo. Most delegates attending the Congress will arrive via 
Birmingham New Street Railway Station, part of the Bullring Complex, which is a 
10 minute walk from the ICC and hotels, and will see the Bronze Bull immediately 
on arrival.  

Birmingham is a city of culture with a wide range of arts and heritage attractions. It 
is known for its music, theatres, and festivals. It offers a host of free galleries such 
as the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, known for its pre-Raphaelite 
masterpieces. Symphony Hall, one of the finest concert halls in the world and home 
to the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, is attached to the ICC. 
Birmingham also offers a wide variety of dining options for visitors, including 
Michelin-starred restaurants, street food, pubs, bars and the world-famous Balti 
Triangle.  

Birmingham and its surrounding area is a hub for a number of world-renowned higher education institutions supporting 
183,720 students. One of those universities is the University of Birmingham, ranked amongst the world's top 100 
institutions, and whose high impact research and teaching brings people from across the world to Birmingham. Within 
the University is the School of Biosciences which is internationally recognised as a major centre for toxicology offering 
a research-led and highly interactive teaching environment. The innovative research and teaching is supported across 
the sector by senior leaders, including Professor Ruth Roberts who holds a Chair in Drug Discovery at the University, 
and who are supportive of this proposal. If successful, Professor Roberts has agreed to Chair the Local Organising 
Committee (LOC) for the 2029 EUROTOX Congress. 

Relevant and tangible benefits of hosting the 2029 EUROTOX Congress in Birmingham. 

The geographic area around Birmingham, as illustrated 
on the adjacent map, is characterised by a high density 
of academic institutions, companies specialising in 
toxicology and a number of government agencies all of 
whom are associated with the BTS and are advocates 
of Birmingham hosting the 2029 EUROTOX Congress. 

Hosting the 2029 EUROTOX Congress in Birmingham 
will bring together toxicologists from the UK, elsewhere 
in Europe and beyond to a worldclass venue offering 
opportinities for networking and increasing the visibility 
of toxicology by sharing and recognising scientific 
innovation. Hosting the meeting in Birmingham will also 
provide an opportunity for local students and early 
career toxicologists to attend a EUROTOX Congress.  

The Bronze Bull will greet delegates on 
arrival at New Street Station. 
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The BTS is proposing “Advancing Toxicology Into A New Decade Of Opportunity” as the theme for the 2029 
EUROTOX Congress which will be based on cutting edge science and technology going into the next decade and the 
opportunities and challenges this will bring.  

Support provided from the International Convention Centre (ICC) and the West Midlands Convention Bureau.  

To prepare for EUROTOX 2029, the BTS will work in close collaboration with the West Midlands Convention Bureau (an 
independent, non-profit organisation) who provide free and impartial advice together with the award winning NEC Group 
(https://www.thenec.co.uk/), who own and operate the ICC (https://www.theicc.co.uk/). These organisations will work 
with and support the EUROTOX Core Professional Congress Organiser (PCO) in developing environmentally friendly 
practices and help to take sustainability into account (https://wmgrowth.com/what-we-do/meetings-conferences-
events/). If successful in this bid the BTS agrees to comply with the EUROTOX Regulations as indicated in Annex 1: 
Guidelines for the Organisation of EUROTOX Congresses. 

 

Area of the ICC, library, local hotels and venues. 

Why choose the International Convention Centre, 

Birmingham for the 2029 EUROTOX Congress? 

The ICC is a suitable venue for hosting 2029 EUROTOX 
Congress due to: 

Capacity: The ICC has a capacity for up to 3,000 
delegates in its 10 Conference Halls and 10 Executive 
Meeting Rooms, providing opportunities to host the 
Congress as well as additional space for break-out 
sessions. Hall 3, as shown on the map, is a stylish 
exhibition space of up to 3,050m² and is fully supported by 
a public address system and side offices.  

Access: The ICC is incredibly accessible with street 
access to 3 loading bays to keep build times of the trade 
exhibition to an absolute minimum. The various 
Conference Halls are only accessible to delegates and 
managed by ICC dedicated hosts. There is also a 
dedicated security team available throughout the 
Congress. 

Sustainability: The ICC aims for carbon neutral status for 
its events and this ethos is embedded into all their daily 
operations. More information can be found here: 

https://www.theicc.co.uk/media/2031/icc-sustainabilty-
policy-document.pdf. 

ICC Venue Map 
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The major financial commitment for hosting the 2029 EUROTOX Congress 

Based on the current exchange rate of the British pound 
(GBP) to the euro (EUR) the cost to host the Congress 
inclusive of VAT at 20% would be €998,560.00 to 
accommodate up to 1,600 delegates from 16-19 September 
2029 and including a setting-up day on the 15 September 
2029. The Conference Dinner for 550 delegates will be held in 
the award-winning Library of Birmingham, one of the biggest 
public libraries in Europe. At €100.00 per delegate the total 
cost for the dinner will be €66,000.00, inclusive of VAT. Based 
on the current exchange rate the total cost for hosting the 
Congress at the ICC and Library in Birmingham will be 
€1,064,560.00 including VAT.  

Due to the support of local and regional partners, there may 
be funding available from Visit England to contribute to the 
Congress costs up to a current value of €24,000.00. 

 

Hotel Accomodation for those attending the 2029 EUROTOX Congress 

For those attending the 2029 EUROTOX Congress, Birmingham City offers a range of hotels (see the table below with 
some examples and visit https://www.theicc.co.uk/visitor/hotels/ for additional information) within a 5-minute walk of the 
ICC.  

The Hyatt Regency Hotel (Luxury Hotels Birmingham | Hyatt Regency Birmingham) is an ideal choice as the host hotel 
for the Congress owing to it having direct access into the ICC via a security door which is accessible only by delegates 
attending the Congress.  

 

Pre- and Post-Conference activities for delegates and their accompanying guests. 

There is something for everyone in Birmingham including walking tours of the city, trips along the canals and tours to 
the Black Country Living Museum and Ironbridge (world’s first iron bridge). The beautiful Cotswolds, designated as an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, are within striking distance of Birmingham as well as famous landmarks such as 
Shakespeare’s England at nearby Stratford-Upon-Avon, Blenheim Palace, Lichfield Cathedral and Warwick Castle. In 
addition, owing to ease of rail travel, there are opportunities to visit other cities such as Oxford, Cambridge, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Nottingham,York, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow and London via direct train links. 

The BTS would be delighted to be given the opportunity to host the 2029 EUROTOX Congress in Birmingham and 
establish a legacy of advancing toxicology into a new decade of opportunity. We look forward to hearing from you 
regarding the outcome of our proposal. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dr Phil Botham        Professor Tim Gant 

President of the BTS.       Vice President of the BTS. 

HOTEL HOTEL CATEGORY  AVERAGE DISTANCE FROM 
THE ICC (KM) 

NUMBER OF ROOMS WALKING TIME  

Hyatt Regency 4 star deluxe 0.1 319 1 minute 

Hilton Garden Inn 4 star  0.6 238 5 minutes 

Leonardo Hotel 3 star 0.3 445 2 minutes 

Library of Birmingham 

(https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham) 

https://www.theicc.co.uk/visitor/hotels/
https://www.hyatt.com/hyatt-regency/en-US/birmi-hyatt-regency-birmingham
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraryofbirmingham

