In Memoriam - Professor lvonne Rietjens

Itis with profound sadness that we learned of the
passing of Professor Ivonne Magdalena
Catharina Maria Rietjens on 11 August 2026.

The scientific community has lost an outstanding
toxicologist, an inspiring mentor, and a
remarkable colleague whose contributions have
shaped the field of toxicology for decades.

As Emeritus Professor of Toxicology at
Wageningen University & Research, Professor
Rietjens devoted her career to advancing our
understanding of the mechanisms underlying
chemical toxicity and human health risk
assessment. Her pioneering research, her
commitment to scientific excellence, and her vision for modern toxicology have influenced
generations of scientists worldwide.

Her achievements were recognized through numerous distinctions, including her
membership in the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences and the EUROTOX
Merit Award 2024, honoring her exceptional contributions to European toxicology. Beyond
her scientific accomplishments, lvonne was admired for her generosity, warmth, and
unwavering dedication to students, collaborators, and colleagues.

She was an exceptional mentor who encouraged curiosity, critical thinking, and scientific
integrity, always fostering collaboration across disciplines and international borders. Those
who had the privilege of working with her will remember not only her intellectual brilliance
but also her kindness, optimism, and genuine interest in people.

She approached science with rigor and enthusiasm, and she approached life with
compassion and grace.

Professor Rietjens leaves behind a lasting scientific legacy that will continue to inspire future
generations of toxicologists. More importantly, she leaves cherished memories in the hearts
of her family, friends, students, and colleagues around the world.

Our deepest condolences go to her family, and all who loved her.

She will be greatly missed and fondly remembered.



